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I suppose the late Minnie Pearl said it best when she 

would come on stage and proclaim “Howdy!  I’m just so 
proud to be here!”  Sorry, my country roots are showing, but 
it is indeed a privilege to serve as your 2006 Chamber 
President.   

One of the extra benefits of this job includes having 
a seat on the Marion County Industrial Foundation Board.  
This really is a “Who’s Who” in Marion County of civic and 
business leaders.  This group of people working with Tom 
Lund truly is working to improve the economic condition of 
Marion County as well as its citizens.  Marion County is so 
fortunate to have the great number of industries locating here 
that we are the envy of this region.  As Mr. Lund said, our 
problem is not so much attracting new industry as it is 
furnishing an educated workforce for our expanding existing 
industry as well as new industry coming in. 

In an effort to supply a knowledgeable workforce, 
the Industrial Foundation has been working closely with the 
Marion County Board of Education and also with Marion 
County Area Vocational School to help with programs and 
curriculum that will prepare our students to enter the 
workplace in good paying, needed positions.  Superintendent 
Roger Marcum has been attending these meetings and has 
been a great help in letting us know what needs to be done as 
well as what can be done.  Thank you, Mr. Marcum. 

At our last Economic Development meeting we also 
met with MCHS Principal Taylora Brown and the new 
principal of Marion County Area Vocational School, Laura 
Arnold.  Both of these enthusiastic leaders are committed to 
working with Marion County industries to improve the 
quality of education received here and we look forward to 
working with them. 

Senator Dan Kelly has also announced that an Adult 
Vocational Center will be established in Washington County.  
The economic development board is working to have the 
school located between Springfield and Lebanon to insure 
easy access for our adult students looking to learn a trade or 
upgrade skills needed to advance in their work. 
I was talking with Chris Hamilton, Executive Director of 
Lebanon Tourist & Convention Commission on Friday, June 
16.  Going on in Lebanon that day and night were an Art Fair 
on Main Street, a free concert by “Dalton” at Centre Square 
in the Live in Lebanon concert series plus the annual Rely for 
Life event at Graham Memorial Park.  And who says nothing 
ever happens in Lebanon?  Chris is looking for volunteers to 
man the Kentucky State Fair Marion County booth.  My wife, 
Peggy, and I worked in the booth last year and are looking 
forward to working there again this year.  This is a great  

opportunity to be a real ambassador for Marion County as 
well as chance to meet many people and some old friends. 
 Your Ham Days committee has been meeting 
monthly with a large group of volunteers.  Things are coming 
together very nicely now for a great Ham Days this year.  
Bernadette O’Daniel, Lisa Osbourne, and Eric Daugherty 
have taken on this job and are committed to making Ham 
Days a true community event.  Our next Ham Days meeting 
will be on July 11 at Centre Square at 6:00pm.  Come on out, 
join us, give us your ideas and have some fun. 
 Please join us at our monthly Chamber luncheons for 
good food, good conversation and pertinent information.  
Thanks to Judge Hourigan and Mayor Gary Crenshaw for 
being featured speakers at our June luncheon in the new 
Marion County executive office building.  Our next luncheon 
will be July 27 at Blues on Tap with 
Becky Judson, Public Information 
Office of Department of Highways, as 
the featured speaker.  Hope to see you 
there. 
 
Thought for this issue:  “There’s 
nothing like biting off more than you 
can chew, and then chewing anyway.”  
- Mark Burnett. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Downs 
Your Chamber President 

    T h e  H a m  D a y s 
Committee chose the 
design to the right 
submitted by 7 year old 
Isaac Lanham of St. 
Augustine School for the 
children’s t-shirt.  Isaac  will 
receive a t-shirt and $50.00 
for the winning design. 

The adult design was 
submitted by Amanda 
Underwood .  Amanda 
works at the Hampton 
Inn in Lebanon.  She 
will also receive a t-
shirt and $50.00 for 
her design. 



The Chamber of Commerce along 
with the Marion County Public 
Schools sponsored a Commu-
nity/Business/Industry/Education 
Forum on May 23rd.  The forum was 
held in the Brent’s Community 

Room at Citizen’s National Bank from 11:00 – 1:00.  
The purpose of the event was to foster the relationship 
between the community and the school system.  Mr. 
Roger Marcum, MCPS Superintendent along with 
Dawna Kelch, Education Chair for Lebanon-Marion 
County Chamber of Commerce, led the forum. 

Mr. Marcum presented the State of Marion 
County Public Schools Report to the group of 40 com-
munity, industry and school leaders.  He then presented 
his vision of a “Community Partnership” and his dream 
for a Community/Education Foundation. 

Ms. Kelch presented the Community and Indus-
try vision for this partnership, including some of the 
ways we can reciprocate our talents in support of the 
educational system.       

 After a presentation to the group on the use of 
the “Smart Board” technology the participants were 
then divided up and asked to generate a list of ideas to 
support this endeavor.  Many great ideas were generated 
including the establishment of the Commu-
nity/Education Foundation and the development of a 
teacher “Industry Leadership” program that would 
m i m i c  t h e  c u r r e n t 
“Leadership” program al-
ready established in Marion 
County. 

The Chamber of 
Commerce and Marion 
County Public Schools will 
follow up this forum with 
some benchmarking of other 
Co mmun i t y / Ed uca t i o n 
Foundations that are already 
established in neighboring 

Dawna Kelch -  
Education Committee 

Heart of Ham Country – TOP 10 EVENT  - AGAIN! 
 Kentucky Tourism Council has once again selected 
Marion County Country Ham Days as one of Kentucky’s TOP 
10 events for fall and rightly so.  It’s not every community this 
size that can brag about an annual festival drawing thousands of 
visitors year after year and can actually take credit for the 
production of it.   

That’s right! Without the support of this community, 
Ham Days could not happen.  Civic and nonprofit groups use 
this festival as a major fundraiser for their causes and the 
Chamber relies on this festival to have the funds necessary to 
accomplish the goals and objectives of the Chamber’s mission – 
to improve the business climate and the community.  Local 
businesses and industries continue to sponsor the many events 
of Ham Days along with the hundreds of volunteers working as 
ambassadors, creating a WOW experience for those visitors 
arriving to enjoy a weekend of food, fun and fellowship.  Some 
of our local businesses have record sales during Ham Days 
weekend, making a significant economic impact for the entire 
community. 
Grand Marshal & Honorary Grand Marshal named  
 Kevin Harned, Wave 3 TV Storm Center 
Meteorologist, is the Grand Marshal of the 2006 PIGasus 
Parade.  Kevin has local roots to this community and will add 
much to the excitement of the mighty parade.   Superintendent 
Roger Marcum, who received the 2006 F. L. Dupree Award as 
the outstanding superintendent of the year, has been named the 
Honorary Grand Marshal.  Call now to get an application for 
your business to be a part of the 2006 Marion County Country 
Ham Days Mighty PIGasus Parade.   
Ham Days entertainment booked 
 The Ham Days committee has finalized the musical 
entertainment for 2006 with some new names and some repeats.  
Immediately following the parade, Tony Wilham will start the 
Marion County Ham Jam at 3:30pm, followed by Big Black 
Cadillac at 6:00pm.  Hooker, a previous Battle of the Bands 
winner, will headline the entertainment again and will perform 
from 8:30pm to 12:30am. 
 The early breakfast crowd will be serenaded by the 
Music Man Show Band, first time to perform for Ham Days, 
beginning at 8:00am. The always-enjoyable gospel group, 
Joymakers are returning and will be on stage from 10:30am to 
12:30pm.  Thanks to Farmers National Bank, this group has 
been performing for our breakfast crowd for 20 years and is still 
a favorite on stage.  Beginning at 
1:00pm, Stingray is returning to 
Ham Days and you can enjoy 
their music while viewing the 
many classic cars, trucks and 
motorcycles lined up on Main 
Street.  
Volunteers still needed 
 The Ham Days 
committee invites anyone that 
wants to be a part of this award-
winning festival to come on board 
and pick the spot where you 
would like to donate a few hours of volunteer service.  Here is 
the list of the 2006 Ham Days committee chairpersons:  Nancy 
Bliss, Jeremy Bowman, Tom Brahm, Gerald Caldwell, Rick 
Downs, Steve Downs, Carolyn Edberg, Travis Greenwell,  

 Jim Grundy, Brad Lanham, Dan 
Lawson, Chris Mayo, Monica Pickerill, 
Wendy Smith, Karen Spalding, Missy 
Spalding, James Spragens, Harry Young.  
Give one of them a call and see what you 
can do to help them 
this year.  So many 
times people say they 

would like to volunteer but have never been 
asked to help.  Consider this your invitation 
and extend this invitation to your family and 
friends.  The more, the merrier.  It’s hard 
work but a lot of fun, too. 
 
Your 2006 Ham Days Chairs – Bernadette 
O’Daniel, Lisa Osbourne, & Eric Daugherty 



Stacey’s Lock Shop 
Stacey Rodgers - Owner 
1688 Milder Creek Rd. 

Campbellsville, KY. 42718 
Phone: 270-465-1911 

www.staceyslockshop.com 
staceyslockshop@yahoo.com 

 
 

RSC Equipment Rental 
Eddie Mattingly - Territory Manager 

65 Sulphur Springs Rd. 
Lebanon, KY. 40033 
Phone: 270-692-0292 
Fax: 270-692-6577 

eddie.mattingly@rscrental.com 
 
 

Roberts Landscape & Garden 
Rob Roberts - Owner 

P.O. Box 4078 
9800 New Campbellsville Rd. 

Lebanon, KY. 40033 
Phone: 270-692-4769 
Fax: 270-789-4969 

www.roberts-landscaping.com 
 
 

Mike Shannon, Inc. 
Mike Shannon - Owner 

4200 Raywick Rd. 
Raywick, KY. 40060 
Phone: 270-692-9401 
Fax: 270-699-2621 
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New Chamber member Two Guys Printing LLC began 19 years 
ago as a garage-based print shop in rural Bullitt County. It soon 
attracted a small but loyal clientele of small businesses and 
several school systems. After 14 years in a garage, the business 
moved to its present location in Bardstown’s Historic District. 
 Ken Distler had bought out the previous owner where 
he been doing the graphic design work for five years in Bullitt 
County.  Distler’s brother, Don, joined him and they renamed 
the business “Two Guys” in honor of their partnership. 
 They expanded the business by upgrading their press 
equipment and opening a branch office in Mount Washington. 
Last summer, they purchased another print shop in 
Shepherdsville and moved their Mount Washington operation 
to the new location. The high-speed copying and duplicating 
equipment they obtained with the Shepherdsville shop allowed 
Two Guys Printing to offer more options in producing 
newsletters, booklets, and other short run, multi-page products. 
 They are now looking toward Lebanon and Marion 
County to expand their customer base and are hoping to open a 
branch in Lebanon in the future.  

Two Guys Printing is probably one of only a few small 
print shops throughout the Southeast that can boast of three 
full-time graphic designers on staff.   

Ken Distler is a graduate of the Defense Information 
School, and served in the Army as a military journalist and 
newspaper editor in assignments in the United States and 
overseas. Since retiring from the Army in 1992, he worked as a 
newspaper graphic designer for several years before starting his 
own graphic design business. 

Don Distler pursued his commercial art degree at the 
University of Kentucky and has worked as a commercial artist, 
graphic design supervisor, commercial draftsman, and in 
engineering and project management. 

The third designer on the Two Guys’ team is Jenny 
Hill, a 2005 graduate of ITT, who is also manager of the 
Shepherdsville operation.  Hill has the additional responsibility 
of directing marketing and bulk/mass mail operations, 
providing direct mail promotional products and services. 

Two Guys Printing, LLC is a full-service graphic 
design and printing company, offering everything from 
envelopes and letterhead, to high-end full-color glossy 
brochures, postcards and other promotional products. Specialty 
items available include carbonless forms, full-color labels and 
stickers, large-format printing, magnetic business cards, 
perfect-bound manuals and books, raffle tickets, theater seating 
tickets, and much more. 

The one thing Two Guys Printing offers that the 
Distlers are the most proud of is customer service. Their 
company’s motto is, “Perception is Reality… Quality Matters.” 
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Kentucky Jets 

The “Can’t Miss It” event of the summer! 
The thoroughbred of RC jet shows! 

July 6 – 9, 2006 
Lebanon-Springfield Regional Airport,  

George J. Hoerter Field 
Go to the Lebanon Tourist & Convention 

Commission Website at www.visitlebanonky.com  
for all the details or call 270.692.0021. 
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Linda A. Nally 

Owner 

530 N. Spalding • Lebanon, KY 40033 
270-692-3139 • 877-227-2522 

email: loper@kyol.net  •  www.lopersfloral.com 

CHARLES E. LANCASTER, JR. 
REAL ESTATE BROKER/INSURANCE AGENT 

PH: (270) 692-6748   TOLL FREE: 1-888-692-7655 

121 East Main St. 
Lebanon, Ky. 40033 

THE 

Put the HOME TEAM to Work for You!! 

www.thelancasteragency.com 

AGENCY 
INC. 
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106 N. Spalding Avenue 
Lebanon, Ky. 40033 

Phone: (270) 692-3131  Fax: (270) 692-2930 

Barbara A. Buckman 
(270) 692-3410 

Brenda B. Spalding 
(270) 692-2888 
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See us for all 
Of your 

Insurance, 
Real Estate  
& Auction 

Needs 
www.mayandparman.com 

151 W. Main St., Lebanon, KY 

270-692-2153   1-800-871-0523 

Oran L. Morton 

President 

502-348-2765 
Fax: 502-348-0617 
sales@gbaprinting.com 
www.gbaprinting.com 
622 North Third Street 
Bardstown, KY 40004 

NELSON COUNTY’S OLDEST AND FINEST PRINTER WITH THE NEWEST TECNOLOGIES 
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Hours of operation 
Sun-Thur 10am-10pm 
Fri & Sat: 10am-12am 
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Business Phone Systems, Computer Network and Fax Wiring 

Larry Caldwell 
Phone: 270-692-0092 
Cell: 270-402-3001 

160 Hwy. 1157 
Lebanon, KY. 40033 
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