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Hope this finds everyone cool despite the hot 
weather we have been having. With record setting “Days in 
the 90’s” it has been tough on man, beast & machine. And, no 
better place could this be viewed than at the Ky State Fair. 

The 19th of this month marked another mile stone in 
my life as the number 44 rolled up on the ole life calendar. 
But what better way to spend it than a day trip to the State 
fair. With wife, children & grandchildren at my side, we wit-
nessed all that the fair had to offer or at least all that we could 
stand. Thousands of people turned out to help me celebrate 
my day at the fair as we viewed one marvel after the other. 
Including an outdoor trick dog show, all the way from LA, 
where even the dog knew it was too hot to perform and re-
treated to the shade. Talent contest, live singing & dancing, 
carnival rides & games, food upon food booths, cows, pigs, 
donkeys, jacks, rabbits, birds and  fish,  all of which were 
cooler than I. And, not to mention vender booth after vender 
booth where you can sign up for prizes that you probably will 
not win. 

But of all the things I saw, none impressed me as 
much as when I turned the corner in the South Wing A to look 
upon what my oldest son even remarked as “pretty impres-
sive”. It was Marion County’s display in the PRIDE OF 
COUNTIES exhibition area. There were products and trinkets 
all familiar to me. Banners & posters with pictures of places I 
call home were there for all those thousands of people to see. 
A shiver of pride made me stop and smile. Accentuating all of 
this was the exceedingly happy young man in charge of our 
booth at the time. He was excitedly busy, telling a great num-
ber of passer-bys all the wonderful things about Marion 
County, smiling and pointing to different pictures, handing 
out rack cards and brochures. Why, you would have thought it 
was Christmas and he was in charge of handing out all of the 
gifts! I watched from a distance for a moment before greeting 
Terry Ward and thanking him for working at the booth. He 
along with many other volunteers had and would work in this 
booth, all eager to share their love & knowledge of Marion 
County, and all deserving our many thanks for doing so. 

As I said good-bye and turned to leave, a familiar 
thought came to me. One I have had many times and have 
shared with countless others. The thought of “Oh how lucky 
we are to live in such a place.”  Where waving when you 
drive by someone is expected, when going for groceries could 
take hours because of all the friends you will see there, where 
lines of people, stretched to the side walk, wait patiently out-
side the funeral home, and where going home for the holiday 
is not a long trip because most of us are already there. 
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Oh, yes - what a wonderful place 
to live. And to think, Heaven is 
supposed to be even better than 
this. 

Brad Lanham 
 Chamber President 
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 Real financial security is based on the develop-
ment of your community.  When you think of your finan-
cial security, everyone tends to focus on his/her own pos-
sessions and funds.  The school system plays a vital role in 
this community, providing a skilled workforce that draws 
new jobs and more importantly, KEEPS JOBS IN 
MARION COUNTY. 
  We are facing a critical time in our community 
because the skills demanded by our employers require our 
young students to stretch their preparation, even at an early 
age.  We must be able to provide a 21st century education, 
which is increasingly more difficult in aging facilities. 
 Robotics at the Area Tech Center requires more 
square footage.  Technology and information skills require 
fiber optics; none of our schools outside the high school 
campus is connected by this essential line.  Libraries, sci-
ence labs, and shop space for practical experience are all 
inadequate at Marion County High School.  Air-
conditioning in the gym is on hold.  Even a staple, electric-
ity, is difficult to supply to rooms built almost 40 years 
ago.  Meeting the codes for safety and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act require major renovation. 
  A Committee of local folks, just like you, met 
almost a year ago and evaluated all of our schools.  Using 
state guidelines, federal regulations and input from local 
business and industry, there were over 22 million dollars in 
building needs identified, and this number grows every 
year we delay. 
 Based on current funding, this year’s first graders 
will not see any change in the Area Technology Center 
before they graduate, and babies being born this year will 
graduate from the same basic building their grandparents 
attended in the 1970’s when Marion County High School 
opened.  Our community has evolved and our children de-
serve the opportunity their grandparents had when they 
entered a then new and modern high school facility in 
1970. 
  Please don’t wait another generation.  Support the 
recallable “nickel” for construction and renovation of our 
school facilities. 
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Thank you for your investment in the community! If I were to ask the businesses and industries in 
Marion County how many of their offices and plants 
were clean and organized, how many would say yes?  
If I were to ask all the parents that are reading this 
newsletter how many of their children kept their room 
clean, how many would say yes?  If I could do the 
same with the teachers of Marion County, how many 
would say their classrooms are organized?  If you ven-
ture up to the Marion County Area Technology Center, 
you would see some very organized “shops and class 
rooms.” 

The Area Technical Center, ATC, is responsi-
ble for training our children in the numerous technol-
ogy fields.  These fields include Industrial Mainte-
nance, Health Sciences, Welding and others.  In prepa-
ration for the upcoming school year, the Lebanon-
Marion County Chamber of Commerce in collaboration 
with Laura Arnold, Principle of ATC, and her staff, 
completed a 2-day training session called 5S.  For most 
of you in the industry sector, 5S is a very common 
term.  5S refers to a systematic process or steps to 
eliminate waste.  The 5S’s are Sort, Set, Shine, Stan-
dardize and Sustain.   The training consisted of under-
standing each S and then applying that knowledge to 
each of the teacher’s respective areas.  The results were 
astonishing.  There was 40 years of accumulation of 
“stuff” that needed to have disposition and therefore 
many dumpsters that needed to be filled.  In all, there 
were seven dumpsters filled and numerous items 
sent to the Bullitt County Area Technology Center 
for a state surplus sale. 

The result of the combined efforts of the school 
and the Chamber of Commerce Education Committee 
are visible to all that enter the building.  The enrollment 
of ATC has almost 
doubled for this 
school year and 
the students enter-
ing the building 
will now have a 
safer environment 
in which to learn.  
The principles of 
5S will also be 
taught to the stu-
dents throughout 
the school year.  
So, parents - your 
kids now have no 
excuse!  Just ask 
them the meaning of 5S.  
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Submitted by:  
Dawna Kelch, Chamber Vice-president & Education Committee  

Non-Profit Organization 

Rodney Mattingly 
Marion County Heartland Safe Community Coalition 
Lebanon, KY. 40033 
Phone: 270-699-4377 
Email: mcheartlandcoalition@hotmail.com. 
 

����������������������������������������

Big Jim’s Steakhouse & Buffet 

Ruth Ann Johnson Fogle, Author 
 
 Born in a small 
Kentucky town by the 
name of Riley, Ruth 
Ann now resides in 
Cincinnati, OH.  At a 
young age, her imagina-
tion and flair for the 
dramatics caused her 
mother to label her the 
“strangest child” she 
had.   Young women 
born in her generation 
were expected to learn 
to love God with all 
their hearts, can fruits 
and vegetables, cook, 
make quilts and be 
good housekeepers.   
Ruth Ann perfected 
herself with the first 
three and then spent the rest of her time daydreaming. 
 Today, she teaches Bible classes, Sunday school, 
is the director of the drama department at her church, is a 
motivational speaker, does outreach at Adult Daycare and 
Women Centers, hospitals, jails, conducts seminars for 
both men and women, and runs a business. 
  She will be in Lebanon on Ham Days weekend to 
promote and sign her first book, “I Ain’t Changing My 
Clothes,” which is a work of fiction sprinkled with some 
facts.  However, when you see her on Ham Days weekend, 
she will look nothing like this photo because she will be in 
character as Flossie Mae Buckner, 115 years old, which is 
the main character in her book.  Do not miss an opportunity 
to talk to Flossie Mae – you will never forget her!  

Restaurant 

Felipe Rodriguez 
El Rincon Michoacano, Inc 
431 E. Main Street 
Lebanon, KY. 40033 
Phone: 270-692-0030  Fax: 270-692-9939 
Email: Rodriguez@windstream.com 



Chamber Spotlight  - The New Chamber Spotlight—The Faithful 
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We welcome the newest member of the Chamber of 
Commerce -- the Marion County Heartland Safe Com-
munity Coalition with a Chamber new member spot-
light! 
 
The Coalition is currently seeking 501(c)(3) status as a 
not-for-profit organization.  The Coalition is presently 
operated by its Board and Officers: Chairperson Rodney 
Mattingly, Vice-Chairperson Jennifer Osbourne, Treas-
urer John O. Thomas and Secretary Deanna Darst.  The 
Coalition’s purpose is to curb violence, the use of alco-
hol, tobacco and other drugs, and risky sexual behaviors 
on the part of our youth.  The Coalition holds fundrais-
ers, acquires grants, supplies speakers and/or funding for 
projects involving our community youth.  The Coalition 
works in partnership with local law enforcement, local 
government, the school system and concerned citizens 
to better our community by making it safer in every way 
for our young people. 
 
The Coalition has a full calendar coming up this fall 
starting with the initial meeting of the Youth Advisory 
Council which they have helped to form at Marion 
County High School which is scheduled for Monday, 
August 20, 2007.  Additionally, on September 15, 2007, 
from 1-4 p.m., at Graham Memorial Park, the Coalition 
will host its second annual A Family Fitness and Safety 
Day for elementary students from K-6 grades and their 
families designed to promote home and recreational 
safety and fitness.  Last years event was attended by 450 
and they are hoping for an even larger crowd this year.  
The USDA Power Panther will be present to meet the 
kids and the Coalition will be awarding over $1000 in 
prizes to participants including bicycles, helmets, life 
jackets, and other safety or fitness gear. 
 
The Coalition is best known for its annual Halloween in 
the Park event held at Graham Memorial Park each year 
with the support of the City, the Marion County Sher-
iff’s Department and the City Police and Fire Depart-
ments. Halloween in the Park is designed to promote 
safety AND fun at Halloween by keeping our little gob-
lins and ghouls off of the streets and sidewalks while 
letting them compete for prizes and gather candy from 
volunteer agencies in the safe environs of the park.  
 
The Coalition is always looking for more members and 
partners to promote the community wide common goal 
of keeping our children safe.  Contact the Coalition at 
(270) 699-4377, or by email at mcheartlandcoali-
tion@hotmail.com. 

Angell-Demmel North America 
810 West Main Street 
Lebanon, KY. 40033 
Telephone: 270-692-2141 
Website: www.angell-demmel.com 
 
 I remember an episode of Andy Griffith when I 
was young (watching reruns, mind you!) where the whole 
town discovered that their little old citizen was a big player 
on the world stage when he returned home to Mayberry. 
 A Chamber member since 1975, Angell-Demmel 
North America, commonly know to us as Angell Manufac-
turing or simply Angell is a player on the world stage. 
 The plant itself has been in operation since Sep-
tember 1965.  As one of Lebanon’s oldest industries, An-
gell Manufacturing as it is known locally is also one of 
“the old guard” of the Chamber of Commerce.  The com-
pany as we know it, is a single plant in Lebanon, which 
graciously and quietly supports our community in many 
ways, employs many among us daily, and frequently 
brings energetic new faces and families into our commu-
nity; however, the company is in fact an international firm 
on the cutting edge of design and development in automo-
tive trim.   
 There are four (4) Angell-Demmel sites: since 
1927, the Dayton, OH plant has been excelling in creativ-
ity; in 1998, Angell-Demmel added a European site in 
Deutschland/Germany; in 2005 Angell-Demmel welcomed 
its first Asian site, opening its doors in Fujian province, 
China; and, of course, we house the Lebanon plant opened 
in 1965.   
 The plant has always been closely associated lo-
cally with the Tatum family, Larry Tatum and his son Bill 
Tatum.  There are hundreds of families in our midst whom 
we associate with Angell because they are employees of 
Angell who take pride in their work and in whom Angell, 
in turn, takes pride.  Angell is proud of its products, de-
signed, engineered and manufactured by its own employ-
ees.   
 This locally-owned business is all about design 
development and customer satisfaction.  At Angell-
Demmel, customer satisfaction often means making the 
customers own product look better.  Angell doesn’t manu-
facture the car for BMW; Angell makes parts for BMW 
which make BMW’s own product look better to you, the 
ultimate consumer.  Angell manufactures real-metal auto-
motive trim parts for exterior and interior decoration.  
They make the shiny metal parts that make your new ride 
look so sleek and shiny.  Angell-Demmel’s customers in-
clude automotive giants Ford, GM, Honda, Acura, Audi, 
BMW, Chrysler, Infinity, Nissan, Toyota, Peugeot, VW, 
Mercedes Benz, and Rolls Royce.  Angell also makes at-
tractive decorative parts for non-automotive machines cre-
ated by computer companies like Acer and Compaq; appli-
ance mavens Whirlpool, General Electric and Maytag; and 
a variety of other gadget-makers worldwide. 
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FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARLES E. LANCASTER, JR. 
REAL ESTATE BROKER/INSURANCE AGENT 

PH: (270) 692-6748   TOLL FREE: 1-888-692-7655 

121 East Main St. 
Lebanon, Ky. 40033 

THE 

Put the HOME TEAM to Work for You!! 
www.thelancasteragency.com 

AGENCY 
INC. 
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Linda A. Nally 

Owner 

530 N. Spalding • Lebanon, KY 40033 
Phone: 270-692-3139 • Fax: 270-692-3130 

Toll Free: 877-227-2522 

email: loperfloral@windstream.net  •  www.lopersfloral.com 

�������������	
���
��������	�������	

���������	
���
������
���
���������������

�
�

��� �����������������

��� �����������������

���������	
������
������������
106 N. Spalding Avenue 

Lebanon, Ky. 40033 
Phone: (270) 692-3131  Fax: (270) 692-2930 

Email: energyins@alltel.net 

Barbara A.Buckman 
(270) 692-3410 

Brenda B. Spalding 
(270) 692-2888 

See us for all 
Of your 

Insurance, 
Real Estate  
& Auction 

Needs 
www.mayandparman.com 

151 W. Main St., Lebanon, KY. 40033 

270-692-2153   1-800-871-0523 
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Business Phone Systems, Computer Network and Fax Wiring 

Larry Caldwell 
Phone: 270-692-0092 
Cell: 270-402-3001 

160 Hwy. 1157 
Lebanon, KY. 40033 
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Hours of operation 
Sun-Thur 10am-10pm 
Fri & Sat: 10am-12am 
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Call the Chamber at  
270-692-9594  

for the opportunity to 
place your ad here! 

Call the Chamber at  
270-692-9594  

for the opportunity to 
place your ad here! 


